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WASHINGTON -- U.S. Rep. John Olver (D-First District) announced                today that the U.S. Department of Justice has awarded a $140,335                grant to the Town of Williamsburg. The grant was awarded under the                Department°s Grants to Encourage Arrests Policies program and will                be used to train law enforcement officers to identify and arrest                domestic violence offenders.              

This funding will allow the Williamsburg Police Department to continue                and expand its project of training and coordination with local non-governmental                agencies.  One of the goals of the initiative is to encourage                other small, rural police departments in Hampshire County to strengthen                their efforts to arrest batterers and to develop stronger relationships                with victim advocate agencies. The grant will also provide professional                speakers and victim advocates to the community via scheduled and                advertized training sessions for area women.              

During the application process, Representative Olver worked with                Williamsburg Police Chief Patrick Archbald and sent a letter of                support to Attorney General Janet Reno.              

œThis funding will go a long way in expanding and solidifying Williamsburg°s                efforts to combat domestic violence.  Our officers need to                have the best possible training to identify potentially dangerous                situations and provide safety measures to protect battered women,”                Olver said.              

The training will be directed at part-time officers who traditionally                are unable to attend state-sponsored workshops and seminars.                 The training curricula and agendas will be developed by an implementation                team with representatives from the following: Williamsburg Police                Department; Northwestern District Attorney°s Office; Necessities,                a nonprofit victim advocacy group; Jessie°s House, a domestic violence                shelter; and MOVE (Men Overcoming Violence).              

A separate series of workshops for women will be offered where                women will receive information on available services, the police                response to calls for assistance, the role of the district attorney,                enforcement of protection orders and many other potentially life                saving strategies.             

 ###  

 1 / 1


